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What are Scholarly Articles?
Your research assignment sometimes requires that you include articles from "scholarly™
journals. Many online databases do not make a distinction between scholarly sources and
popular magazines. Check the chart below.

Scholarly Articles (Professional)

Popular & News Magazines

Major function: to report on original
research, including experiments, analysis
on particular topics for an academic
audience

Major function: to entertain
and/or inform readers on
current events and popular
topics

Authors: Research, scholars, or academics
write the articles.

Authors: Writers are paid to
write the articles or work for
the publication as employees.

Audience: Professors, researchers, college
students

Audience: General, children,
teens, adults.

Credibility: Research articles must be
reviewed by a “jury” of experts before they
are published. Sometimes referred to as
“peer reviewed” or “refereed.”

Credibility: Articles are
generally evaluated by staff
editors rather than experts in
the field.

Examples: American Journal of Nursing, ,
Science, Journal of the Medical Association
(JAMA)

Examples: Rolling Stone,
Sports lllustrated, Newsweek,
Time

Bi-monthly, quarterly, yearly publication by
a professional organization or scholarly
publisher (like a university press)

Published more regularly:
daily, weekly or monthly by a
commercial enterprise or
corporation.

Articles are often times long and use
particular vocabulary depending on the
discipline (slang)

Articles are sometimes short
and written for a general
audience.

Graphs, tables, and charts are used.

Pictures, glossy photos, and
animation are used.

Quotations, paraphrases, & citations are
abundant.

No citations or works cited
page is given.

Articles are reviewed by a panel of "peers"
prior to publication

Articles published by a specific
deadline.

Some-if any- advertisements that are
scholarly in general

Advertisements are prevalent
throughout each page,
including products & services.

Limit your results:

TIP: EBSCO Host lets you
Search by “Peer
Reviewed” articles.
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